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(C)  Polmiloff  followed  up  on  August  2 with  Joop  Nijssen, 

Deputy  Head  of  Operations  at  the  Dutch  MFA,  regarding  the 
July  29  flight  clearance  denial  by  the  GOU  of  a Dutch 
military  plane  transiting  from  Afghanistan  (reftel).  Nijssen 
acknowledged  that  the  denial  was  regrettable  and  most  likely 
politically  motivated,  as  suggested  reftel.  He  noted, 
however,  that  while  the  purpose  of  the  Dutch  overflight  was 
"military  in  nature",  the  plane  itself  had  been  contracted 
commercially.  As  such,  Nijssen  said  the  GOU  was  technically 
"within  its  rights"  to  deny  the  overflight  as  the  request  for 
flight  clearance  fell  short  of  the  required  30-day  advanced 
notice  for  commercial  flights.  He  confirmed  that  only  a 
10-day  advanced  notice  is  required  for  military  planes. 

Nijssen  suggested  that,  given  this  technicality,  the  Dutch 
did  not  have  a strong  case  for  a protest  and  therefore  did 
not  plan  to  make  an  issue  out  of  the  denial. 
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